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August 5, 2013

VIA ELECTRONIC DELIVERY
Mr. John A. Anderson
Office of Fossil Energy
U.S. Department of Energy
Docket Room 3F-056, FE-50
Forrestal Building
1000 Independence Avenue, S.W.
Washington, DC 20585

Re: Freeport-McMoRan Energy LLC, Docket No. 13-26-LNG
Application for Long-Term Authorization to Export Liquefied Natural Gas

Dear Mr. Anderson:

On February 22, 2013, Freeport-McMoRan Energy LLC (“FME”) submitted an 
application requesting long-term, multi-contract authorization under Section 3 of the Natural 
Gas Act to export up to 24 million tons of LNG per annum from domestic resources for a 
term of 30 years to both free trade agreement (“FTA”) nations and non-free trade agreement 
nations.  The Department of Energy Office of Fossil Energy (“DOE/FE”) granted FME’s 
FTA application on May 24, 2013 in Order No. 3290.  FME’s non-FTA application remains 
pending.  In further support of its application, FME submits the attached letters from Senator 
Mary Landrieu, Senator David Vitter, and Representative Rodney Alexander and the joint 
letter from Senators John Cornyn and Ted Cruz.  In these letters, the Senators and 
Congressman request that DOE/FE act promptly to process non-FTA applications for 
deepwater ports, and include a call for a separate and simultaneous process from that for 
onshore facilities.

FME’s non-FTA application should be processed separately from most other 
applications and in a prompt fashion.  As discussed in the application, FME’s export facility 
is a deepwater port subject to the jurisdiction of the U.S. Maritime Administration 
(“MARAD”), rather than the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (“FERC”), which has 
jurisdiction over most other proposed LNG export facilities.  The DOE/FE’s existing Order 
of Precedence was based on applications filed by December 5, 2012, and placement within 
the list depended on whether the applicants had commenced FERC’s pre-filing process as of 
that date.  FME could not have submitted its application to DOE before December 5, 2012
because DOE/FE had indicated it would not accept applications from MARAD-jurisdictional 
projects until MARAD’s jurisdiction over LNG export projects was clarified.  The necessary 
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clarifying amendments were included in the Coast Guard and Maritime Transportation Act of 
2012, which was enacted on December 20, 2012. Furthermore, MARAD does not have 
procedures analogous to FERC’s pre-filing process.  FME submitted a Letter of Intent to 
Submit Application to MARAD on October 3, 2012 and had been in discussions with 
MARAD since July 2012 regarding a potential application.

Now that MARAD’s jurisdiction has been clarified, DOE/FE should establish an 
order of precedence for processing non-FTA applications for MARAD-jurisdictional projects 
similar to that established for FERC-jurisdictional projects.  As noted in Congressional 
member letters, establishing such a simultaneous and separate process for applications such 
as FME’s is proper in light of the passage of the Coast Guard and Maritime Transportation 
Act of 2012 and should be done expeditiously.  Furthermore, processing FME’s non-FTA 
application promptly is in the best interests of the nation since it will create jobs and is likely 
to result in royalty payments to the U.S. Treasury.

Please contact the undersigned at (202) 639-6599 if you have any questions regarding 
this filing.

Respectfully submitted,

/s/ John S. Decker

John S. Decker
Attorney for Freeport-McMoRan Energy LLC
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