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. DESCRI PTI ON OF REQUEST

On Cctober 23, 1996, United States Gypsum Conpany (U.S.
Gypsunm) filed an application with the Ofice of Fossil Energy
(FE) of the Departnent of Energy (DOE), under section 3 of the

Nat ural Gas Act (NGA) 1/ and DOE Del egation Order Nos. 0204-111

and 0204- 127, requesting authorization to inport from Canada up
to 13,500 MMBtu per day of natural gas on a long-term basis, from
Novenmber 1, 1997, through Novenber 1, 2007. U S. Gypsumis a
corporation under the laws of the State of Del aware with its
princi pal place of business in Chicago, Illinois.

Pursuant to the terns of a natural gas purchase agreenent
dated August 1, 1996, between U.S. Gypsum and Renai ssance Ener gy
Ltd. (Renaissance), U S. Gypsumwi || purchase the natural gas at
a price which is to be adjusted nonthly based on a spot narket

price reference published in the Canadi an Natural Gas Market

Report. U S. Gypsum states that the inported natural gas wil

enter the United States at the interconnection of TransCanada

Pi peLines Ltd. and Great Lakes Gas Transmission Limted

Part nershi p at Enmerson, Manitoba, (Noyes, M nnesota) to be used
inits industrial facilities' and its affiliates. Depending upon
the facilities needs, US. Gypsumw |l sell the natural gas to

others where U. S. transportation arrangenents can be made.



1/ 15 U.S.C. 0O 717b.




ll. FINDING

The application filed by U S. Gypsum has been evaluated to
determine if the proposed inmport arrangenment neets the public
i nterest requirenent of section 3 of the NGA, as anended by
section 201 of the Energy Policy Act of 1992 (Pub. L. 102-486).
Under section 3(c), the inport of natural gas froma nation with
which there is in effect a free trade agreement requiring
national treatnment for trade in natural gas is deened to be
consistent with the public interest and nust be granted without
nodi fication or delay. The authorization sought by U S. Gypsum
to inport natural gas from Canada, a nation with which a free
trade agreenent is in effect, neets the section 3(c) criterion
and, therefore, is consistent with the public interest.

ORDER

Pursuant to section 3 of the Natural Gas Act, it is ordered
t hat :

A. United States Gypsum Conpany (U.S. Gypsum) is authorized
to inport from Canada up to 13,500 Mf per day of natural gas
from Novenmber 1, 1997, through Novenber 1, 2007, under the terns
and conditions of the gas purchase and sal es agreenent dated
August 1, 1996, between U.S. Gypsum and Renai ssance Energy Ltd.
(Renai ssance). This natural gas may be inported at the
i nterconnect of TransCanada Pi peLines Ltd. and Great Lakes Gas
Transmi ssion Limted Partnership at the international border at

Emer son, Mani toba, (Noyes, M nnesota) or other border points.
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B. Wth respect to the natural gas inports authorized by
this Order, US. Gypsumshall file with the Ofice of Fuels
Programs, within 30 days followi ng each cal endar quarter, a
quarterly report indicating by nonth the vol unes and prices of
natural gas inported pursuant to this Order. If no inports have
been made, a report of "no activity" for that cal endar quarter
must be filed. |If inmports have occurred, U. S. Gypsum nmust report
total nonthly volunes in Mf and the average purchase price of
gas per MvBtu delivered at the international border and paid to
Renai ssance . The nonthly price information shall item ze
separately the nonthly demand and commodity charges, and, if
applicable, deficiency charges. U S. Gypsum also shall provide a
breakdown of the inport volunmes delivered to its facilities by
St at e.

For any inported volunes sold to third parties, U S. Gypsum
shall report: (1) the name of the purchaser(s); (2) the
estimated or actual duration of the agreenent(s); (3) the nanme of
the U S. transporter(s); (4) the point(s) of entry; (5) the
geographi c market(s) served; and (6) whether sales are being nade

on an interruptible or firm basis.



C. The first quarterly report required by Ordering

Par agraph B of this Order is due not |ater than January 30, 1998,

and should cover the period from Novenber 1,
end of the fourth cal endar quarter, Decenber

I ssued in Washi ngton, D.C., on Cctober

1997, through the

31,

31,

1997.

1996.
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