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PROPOSAL FOR THE CSLF TO PRESENT AT  
WTO COMMITTEE ON TRADE AND ENVIRONMENT SESSION 

 
Note by the Secretariat 

 
 
Background 
 
In November 2009, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia submitted a proposal to the World Trade 
Organization (WTO) Committee on Trade and Environment – Special Session (CTESS) on 
the importance of recognizing the role of technologies in addressing environmental concerns. 
The Saudi Arabia proposal included technologies related to the following topics as part of 
environmental goods that should have special treatment: 

a. Carbon Capture and Storage (CCS); 
b. Gas flaring emission reduction; and 
c. Efficient consumption of energy technologies 

In that context, Saudi Arabia is proposing that the work of the WTO Committee on Trade and 
Environment – Regular Session (CTERS) include an examination of the issues relating to the 
dissemination of environmental technologies, particularly carbon capture and storage (CCS).  
The CTERS could examine existing barriers, and means to overcome them, in order to ensure 
increased access to such technologies and it could usefully examine barriers to the 
dissemination of CCS technologies among other environmental technologies from a broader, 
systemic basis.  In that regard, the CSLF could benefit by providing its views on what is 
CCS, its role, implementation and dissemination, among other issues, to the CTERS.   

Saudi Arabia is prepared to articulate this view with the CTERS and to recommend that the 
CTERS invite the CSLF to provide a presentation and brief on CCS for a future CTERS 
session. 

Following is the presentation made by Saudi Arabia to the CTESS. 
 
 
Action Requested 
 
The Policy Group is requested to consider the proposal by Saudi Arabia. 
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