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Reductions vs. Removals

Source: Ahonen, Möllersten & Spalding-Fecher (2021). Voluntary compensation of greenhouse gas emissions - International 

guidance and initiatives.
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AMBITION GAP
Mitigation needed to meet countries’ 
targets and the 1.5-degree pathway

Time

Voluntary compensation 
supports mitigation that 
helps countries to meet 
existing targets

Voluntary compensation 
supports mitigation 
above and beyond 
existing targets

CLIMATE IMPACT
Relationship between 
voluntary compensation and 
countries’ mitigation targets

Offsetting specific 
emissions

CLAIM
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